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EDITORIAL 
Evangelical Co-operation—2 


HE Editorial in our previous issue considered the subject of Evangelical 

co-operation from what may be described as the more domestic point 

of view: the mutual relations of those who unashamedly call them- 
selves Evangelicals but who do not necessarily share identity of outlook on 
all matters of faith and practice. In the present Editorial we turn to consider 
the other—and in many ways the more difficult—aspect of the subject. 
What is to be the relation between Evangelicals as such and those who, 
while as definitely professing and calling themselves Christians, do not 
belong to the Evangelical school of thought ? 


_- That such Christians exist, both individually and corporately, we all 
readily admit. Evangelicals hav never claimed to be the only true followers 


of Jesus Christ in the world! There are those on the one hand who rejoice 
in the name of “ Catholics ” (apart altogether from the Romans). There are 


those on the other hand who would call themselves “Liberals ” (a title . 
which does not necessarily imply an advanced modernism). But the fact — 
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‘remains that, despite the variety of theological labels and the differences 
of religious outlook and emphasis which they imply, these fellow-Christians 
claim to serve the same Lord Jesus as we do, and in the great majority of 
cases they hold to the same fundamental articles of belief. 

What then is to be our attitude towards such ? How far can we co- 
operate with them in Christian Service ? And at what point does fidelity 


to the revealed truth of God as we see fe compel us to separate ourselves 


from them? | = 


HESE are questions which permit of no cut-and-dried answers. 
Certainly we shall not solve the problem by the proof-text method— 


more especially when the proof-texts in question are lifted clean out — 


of their context and given a quite unwarranted interpretation. It must be 
confessed that this method of exegesis is not unknown among Evangelicals. 
There are, for example, those who cheerfully settle the whole issue of 
Evangelical co-operation by quoting the text, “ Come ye out from among 
them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord ” (2 Cor. 6:17). They take this 
to mean that Christian believers must sever themselves completely from all 
who are deemed to be “ unsound ” in the faith—that is, those who do not 
share the same theological outlook, or maybe do not repeat the same 
religious shibboleths. 

Now it must be said quite plainly that such an interpretation 
bears no relation to what was in the Apostle’s mind when he wrote to the 
Corinthian church. The text quoted has in fact nothing whatever to say 
about the relations of Christians with their fellow-Christians. It is con- 
cerned entirely and exclusively with the relation of Christian believers to the 
sar world—to those, that is, who deny the name of Jesus and who 

lead godless and immoral lives. St. Paul’s call to the Corinthian church 
was a challenge to be “ separate ” from the fellowship of wicked men. He 
was certainly not calling upon the Christians to separate from oné another ! 
In fact, he was deeply concerned about the divisions which existed. in the 
church at Corinth, and in his First Epistle he devotes chapter after chapter 
to the subject, urging the church members to lay aside all party strife and 
to realize their oneness in Christ Jesus. 

This is the demand which the New Testament repeatedly makes upon us. 
The call is not so much to “ come out ” as to “ come together.” Fellowship 
in the gospel is very highly esteemed, while on the other hand lack of unity 
among those who confess the name of Christ is treated as a serious fault. 
And it would be well for Evangelicals to-day if, with their quite laudable 
desire to preserve the purity of the Church and safeguard the truth of the 
gospel, they were to recognize that the fellowship of the Spirit is a far bigger 
thing than any sectional interests and allegiances, and that such fellowship 
is not to be lightly broken or refused: | 
In saying that, we are not unmindful of the fact that there i is another 
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side to the ‘question. There are obvious limits to Christian fellowship. 
The New Testament warns us against having anything to do with false 
prophets (Matt. 7 : 15 ; 1 John 4 : 1}—with those for example who pervert 
the gospel of Christ (Gal. |! : 7) and make shipwreck of the faith (1 Tim. 
1 : 19) and turn the grace of God into lasciviousness (Jude 4). But at the 
same time we are also warned against adopting an over-critical or censorious 
attitude towards those who differ from us (¢.g., Rom. 14:4, 10-13; Jas. 
4:11, 12); and in connection with this whole question of the co-operation 
of Evangelicals with other Christian bodies there are certain considerations 
which we need to bear in mind. . 


* * * 


° 


N the first place; we must remember that there is no such thing as a 
“ perfect’ Christian body. The quest for the “ pure” church is an 
illusion. We have all got our faults ; and however sincerely we may boast 
of our loyalty to the whole Word of God, our grasp of the truth is imperfect 
at the best. Failure to recognize that fact is merely proof on the one hand 

__ of spiritual blindness, and on the other of spiritual pride. 


Secondly, we must quite honestly judge any Christian body by its 
own professed standards of faith, and not by the opinions of certain indi- 
viduals within it. The latter may or may not be representative of the body 
as such. For example, it would be quite unfair to judge Christianity itself 
by any and every individual who professes adherence to it ; the only true 
standard of Christian faith is the teaching of the New Testament. The 

_ same principle must in all fairness be applied to those Christian societies 
with which we as Evangelicals are concerned in the matter of co-operation. 


Thirdly, we shall do well to keep in mind that purity of doctrine is not | 

the only criterion by which our judgment is to be formed. The Lord Jesus 
~ Himself said of those who professed His name, “ By their fruits ye shall 
know them ” (Matt. 7 : 16). In assessing the worth of Christian movements 
in general, Evangelicals have sometimes been guilty of attaching an exagger- 
ated importance to orthodoxy of faith at the expense of the “fruits” of 
holy character, sacrificial service, and effective witness. Men and movements 


obviously being used of God hav: their own attestation. We dare not disown _ 
what God is honouring. 


| And in the fourth place, while we shail quite rightly be watchful lest 
our co-operation with others compromises our distinctive Evangelical 
faith, we shall be equally watchful lest by our failure to co-operate (when 
that is possible) we are guilty of adopting an attitude of spiritual snobbery 
which is clean contrary to the genius of the gospel. Zeal for the truth must 
be matched by love of the brethren. As we seek to be faithful, let us pray 
for grace to be humble. “ Now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three ; 
but the greatest of these is charity.” 
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Executive 
Council 


It is with much regret that 
we have to record that the 
Rev. Canon H. W. Thomas, 
Vicar of Holy Trinity, Tunbridge Wells, 
has felt compelled to resign from mem- 
bership of the Council on account of 
increasing Commitments in his parochial 
work. He has been a member of the 
Council for many years, and we wish to 
assure him of our very warm apprecia- 
tion of all that he has done during that 
time for the Evangelical Alliance. 
The Executive Council welcomes as 
a new member the Rev. Arthur Goodwin 
Hudson, who has for some time served 
on the Overseas Advisory Committee 
of the Alliance. His wide knowledge 
and experience of evangelism both at 
home and abroad will be of great 
service in days to come. 


Annual Business Formal notice of the 
Meeting Annual Business Meet- 
ing: was given in the 
last issue of EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 
This will be held at 30 Bedford Place on 
Thursday, 22nd May, at 4 p.m. Any 
member of the Alliance whose sub- 
_ scription is not in arrear will be welcome 
at this statutory meeting. 


Annual 
General Meeting the Central Hall, 


Westminster, will 


- again be the scene of another big public 
meeting on Wednesday, 1ith June. In 


% view of the sad event of the death of 


our late King, and the commencement 
of a new reign, the Council feel that 
this is the opportunity for a call to the 
nation at the beginning of this new 
Elizabethan age. The title of the meet- 
Age.” 


The Great’ Hall of 


HEADQUARTERS, NOTES 


and relevant events which led to the 
greatness of our nation in the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth nearly 400 years ago. 
The second address will be given by the 
Rev. Thomas Allan, Minister of North 
Kelvinside Church, Glasgow, and who 
is well known for the recent outstanding 
contribution that he has made to the 
Radio Mission held during March in 
Scotland. Many readers who may have 
heard him on the wireless will welcome 
the opportunity of his visit to London, 
and of hearing him again. During the 
course of the meeting the Secretary will 
outline certain developments in the 
work of the Alliance both at home and 
overseas. Full details will be found on 
the back cover. 


The As has been the practice 
Coronation on several,former occa- 

sions, the Evangelical 
Alliance hopes to arrange a great public 
meeting and service of dedication in 
London on the evening prior to the 
coronation of Her Majesty, Queen 
Elizabeth. This will be held, it is 


expected, in the Royal Albert Hall, on 


Monday, Ist June, 1953, at 7 p.m. Full 
details will be announced later. 


The Conference On 3rd March the 
_ in Germany Chairman, General Sir 

Arthur Smith, accom- 
panied by the Rev. George Dolman, 
Mr. A. J. Dain and the Secretary flew to 
Cologne and thence travelled to Siegen 
to attend the conference arranged by — 
the German Evangelical Alliance. In 
addition to fifteen members of the 
committee of the German Evangelical 
Alliance, delegates were also present 
from Sweden, Denmark and Switzer- 
land. The conference afforded an 
opportunity, in the quiet of the mountain 
retreat called Patmos, to discuss together 
the many problems ee 


| Two addresses will be given a 
by the Rev. L. 

Principal of Oak 
@ College, on the hi - 
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~ the Evangelical Alliance on the Conti- conference will 


work and relations of the branches of is believed that the outcome of the | 
be far-reaching indeed. 
nent. The principal outcome of the The Rev. John R. W. Stott (Rector of 
conference was the formation of a _ All Souls, Langham Place, W.1.) acted 
European Committee of the branches as Chaplain and gavt four most helpful 
of the Evangelical Alliance,each country Bible readings from the 17th chapter of 
represented having one delegate on the St. John’s Gospel. Considerable time 
Committee. This is a great advance in was given to prayer ; and many matters 
the work of the Alliance, as no such of principle affecting the future of the 


by forging closer bonds between the develop. . 

branches of the Alliance and by en- | 

couraging the development of the work ; 

in each country according to the national Scotland During February the Secre- 
needs. The committee will also be a 
very valuable link through the British .. 

section of the Alliance (which hes been both Eainburgh and Gingow 
invited to join the committee) with the . 
newly formed World Evangelical a closer co-operation between the 


Fellowship. After careful consideration Alliance's work in London and the 
it was agreed that for numerous reasons : 
each individual continental branch of | 

the Alliance would not join the Fellow- The Rev. ° 


Many readers .of 
ship directly. 


Roland Brown EVANGELICAL CHRIST- 
ENDOM Will be interested 
Conference of So many and varied to know that before he returns to the 


‘the Executive are the developments United States at the end of May, Mr. 


Council and opportunities be- _Brown is speaking at a series of meetings 

fore the Evangelical~ in n between May 26th and 30th. 
Alliance at the present time thatthe Full details of these meetings will be 
Council felt it wise to set aside two days found 6n the inside of the back cover. 
when, in the peace and quiet of the Many of those who heard Mr. Brown 
country, the whole future of the Alliance during the meetings in London_ in 
could be considered, time be devoted connection with the Universal Week of 
to prayer and waiting upon God for Prayer in January will be anxious to 
His guidance and direction, and an _ avail themselves of this further oppor- 


opportunity be provided for fellowship tunity of benefiting by his unique 
between members of the Council. ministry. Mr. Brown has *devoted 


Accordingly practically the whole several months to an intensive series of 


Council conferred together at Hilden- Campaigns in different parts of the 
borough Hall at the end of February country with very evident blessing 
and a most valuable time was spent. It attending his work. =, 
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representative committee has ever been Alliance were considered. The outcome 
in existence before.. It will greatly of these will be made known in the pages 
strengthen and help forward the work of EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM as they 
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DR: 
Report of the Reception to Dr. Billy Graham held at the Church House 
Westminster on Thursday, March 20th 


tive Council of the World's Evangelical 
Alliance, by Dr. and Mrs. Graham and 
by Mr. and Mrs. Cliff Barrows. Mr. 
Jerry Beaven and Rev. T. W. Wilson 
were also present. 

About four hundred guests arrived 
and after a buffet luncheon; during 
which time there were many reunions 
and opportunities for fellowship and 
discussions about Christian work, the 
company moved into the great Assembly 
Hall and was there joined by approxi- 
mately 300 others who had been unable 
~ to come for lunch. The Assembly Hall, 
which received a direct hit during the 


war, and has only recently been restored, 


is reputed to be one of the finest halls of 


tive company gathered there as on the 


having on his right Dr. Billy Graham, 
Mr. Cliff Barrows and Mr. Jerry Beavan, 


United States and of the close bond of 


He then called upon the Rev. 


for spirituat-revival in our own-land and 


and support of the churches, and assured 
the British audience that nothing that 
happened during the course of the 
Campaign would have been distasteful 
to him if it had happened within his own 


church in Portman Square. He paid the _ 


highest tribute to the whole work, both 
in the matter of organisation, prayer 
support, and spiritual power. 

The Bishop of Barking then led the 
company in prayer in thankfulness ‘to 
God and in request for His blessing 


upon the work represented, and particu- 


duced Dr. Graham who gripped the 


attention of his audience for an hour and 
a half, during which time he gave a most 
comprehensive survey of the place of 


evangelism in the present world setting. 


He traced the history of the revived 


HE Hoare Memorial Hall of the 
chores House, Westminster—in 
which the House of Commons countries of English-speaking 
met during the last war after their ee | 
chamber in the Palace of Westminster Kerr, Vicar of St. Paul's, . 
was bombed—was the setting for the Portman Square, London, and -Pre- | 
reception held in honour of Dr. Billy bendary of St. Paul's Cathedral, who | 
Graham on Thursday, March 20th. had just recently returned from Wash- 
The distinguished company of guests, ington where he had been assisting in 
drawn from most sections of the the Campaign conducted there by 
Christian Church and representing many Dr. Graham. 
societies engaged in the work of evangel- Prebendary Kerr spoke of the need 
ism, was grected by Lieut.-General Sit [RRR 
Arthur Smith, Chairman of the Execu- also of the things which he had seen and | 
heard in Washington. He referred to 
the tremendous refreshment and en- 
couragement it had been to his own 
soul to see such response to the message 
of the Gospel in that great capital city 
of the United States of America. He ae 
bore testimony to the work of the 
campaign and to the widespread interest : 
its kind in Europe. Rarely if ever before, 
however, has such a widely representa- 
had come on this unique occasicn. He 4 


Following the meeting. which com pared and will be com 
cluded with a period of questions 2B of from ths office 


WORLD EVANGELICAL 


cated an account ofthe 


CHRISTENDOM 


in evangelism im the which De Gealem 
States but emphasised strongly that thes amd comosecly. the company adjourned 
| movement was not what we im this agem to the Hoare Memoral Hall fo: 
country would tem “rewval™ He 
were having remarkable temes of have been asked 25 to the of 
blessing, and that such respomse was 2 wet by Dr. Geabom to ths comm 
by no means limited to his own meetings. A of leaders 
He then wept Gn to speak of the variows) «om fact met and G@ecemed the whok 
forms of evangelism, pointing owt that Further arc nos 
“ mass evangelism was only ome form: taking place Cheech leaders are bee 
and that this im itself was wery and other details eves 
ineffective unless conducted m full gated Dr. Geabom Ge 
conjunction with the churches of amy be copececd bes 
given district. Dr. Graham made comme af fotos Gor @ oie 
abundantly clear that was bes and @ @ was wadely that be 
conviction that the Church was the could make 2 tr 
vehicle for cvangelism because only quackcome of bere Al tie 
through the churches could the comvwerts of the peeseet 
be built up and brought mto 2 82 ferther wall be 
fellowship which would enable them to 2 subsequest of 
become ecfiective witnesses and soul 
| winners. NB—Dr. 
| recorded and a fall seport s 
— 
| the | 
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hundred delegates, representing ll 
sections of India were present. The 


convention voted unanimously to apply . 


for membership in W.E.F. 


ship of the Philippines voted to join 
“W.E.F. at a meeting here on February 
16th. The Philippine organization 
consists of 12 mission bodies with their 
affiliated national churches. 

Taipeh, Taiwan, Formosa. Initial 
steps have been taken here to form a 
national organization which will 
represent evangelicals. The majority 
of mission bodies here have already 
expressed their approval of the plan. 


, Taiwan is experiencing a remarkable 
spiritual revival. Nearly 80,000 soldiers 
of Chiang Kai-Shek’s army have pro- 
fessed conversion. More than 18,000 
of these are taking a correspondence 
Bible course with examination for 
credit. The aborigines in_ the 
mountains, formerly known as _ the 


head hunters, have been converted in — 


large numbers. They have built 82 
churches in their mountain villages 
during the past two years without aid 
from any outside source. 


Yoetmal, India. The Free Methodist 
Seminary here is being reorganized as 
an inter-mission seminary and will be 
greatly enlarged to accommodate 
students from all sections of India. 
+ More than a score of mission boards 


PRAISE—For Missions held recently at Holy Trinity Church, Boston, 
and Emmanuel Church, Northwood ; and for a Young People’s Convention 


in Belfast. 


PRAYER—For the following en 


Leigh, Kent ; 27, Seaford College 
9, Chapel Royal, Bri ° 


22, Maidenhead rs ; 29, Walli 
Youth for Christ ; 15, Bank of En 


for Christ ; 


THE EVANGELISTIC SECRETARY 
Items for Praise and Prayer in connection with the work of the Rev. Richard Rees 


Jone 8 Holy Tri ity, Tunbridge Wells 
&, y Trinity, Tun 
14-21, Conference, Hildenborough Hall ; 
ington Crusaders ; July 12, Eastbourne 
gland Christian Union ; 19, Hastings Youth — 


\ 


will assume joint responsibility for its 
Ceylon. Under the direction of 


' Dr. A. P. Guruswamy preparations are | 
Manila, P.1. The Evangelical Fellow-- 


under way to organize a Fellowship 


here. Co-operation is already ged 
by a number of churches yAniza- 
tions. Among the joint under 


favourable discussion are the estab- 
lishment of a Bible Conference tre 
and school in the mountains. 
meetings conducted in February by 
Drs. Rees and Wright were attended — 
by large numbers. 

Honolulu. Plans are in the making 
for the reorganization and enlargement 
of Jackson College, the only Christian 
college in the Hawaiian Islands. The 
present school is only 3 years old. It 
has a registration of nearly 200 students. 
The « enlarged 


May 18-25, Mission at 


31-August 12, Crusader Camp, Polzeath, 


| 
| administered by a board made up o 
prominent evangelical leaders in the 
islands and on the U.S. mainland. 
$ The evangelicals have recently organized 
: Beirut, Lebanon. Plans are under 
| way for the establishment of an 
& evangelical seminary to be located | 
either here or in Cyprus. This is the 
decision of a group of 25 educators 
and church leaders which met with 
t Dr. Paul S. Rees and Dr. J. Elwin @ 
z Wright in January. A general meeting 
fi to make final decisions about the 
: location and other details will be held : 
the first week of September in this city. ) 
| 42 | | 
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CHRIST THE HOPE THE 
The Theme for the World Churches 


By THE Rev. J. STaAFFoRD WriGut, M.A. 


(Principal of the Bible Churchmen's College, Bristol) 


E speak of Jesus Christ as the 
one Hope of the world. But 
each of us gives a difference of 
emphasis to our statement. To one 
person Christ is the Hope of the present 
world order ; to another the only Hope 


for the world is the Second Coming of 


Christ. There has often been a sad 
tendency for these two views to be set 
over against one another in the manner 
of contradictions. Even when modern 
theologians have written about the 
eschatological view of history, they have 
not been too clear as to what is involved 
in the final breaking-in of God into the 
historical process. : 
Sooner or later it was inevitable that 
Biblical theologians would come back 
to the “ blessed hope” of the New 
Testament, and..would find that the 
theory of a “ realised eschatology "’ was 
only a partial truth. Although its 
language is deliberately somewhat 


general, the First Report of the Advisory - 


Commission of the World Council. of 
Churches contains an approach to the 
twofold aspect of the Hope that is of the 


on the theme that will be before the 


Second Assembly of the World Council 


of Churches at Evanston in 1954. The j; 


july, and in spite of difficulties of agree- | 
ment on some points, it issued a short : 
report which has now been printed. The 
Central Committee has not discussed 
the report, but is circulating it to 
: associated Churches, and to others who 
be interested, for constructive 
comments. 

Since most of our readers will not ; 
have the opportunity of reading the 
report, they will be interested to have a | 
summary of its contents. In the first 5 
two-and-a-half pages the theme is con- 
sidered in relation to the Faith which ; 
the Church proclaims. After a clear ; 
declaration of the atoning death, the | 

| resurrection, and the present lordship ) 
| | 
world, to t 
victory.” 
forget Chri | 
: This Report comies from a commission | 
i of twenty-five men and women, who Within 
were appointed to do preliminary work phe : 
The fact of pom 
upon sin, which corrupts all 
) general scope of the theme was to be man’s achievement; yet through the . 
“ Jesus Christ our Lord, the only hope death and resurrection of Jesus Christ . 
of the Church and of the World.”” This we have been set free to serve in the 
theme will be made more pointed, and power of the Spirit. “‘ As the Lord of 
} will probably be fixed as “ The Cruci- the future Who will come again as Judge 
} fied and Risen Lord, the-Hope of the and Saviour, He gives us the assurance 
| World.” that our work is not in vain, and at the 
j The commission met for ten days last same time lays upon us the necessity to 
43 | 


work while it is day.” Since He is to be ' the insecure, in coker. that ‘the com- 


our Judge in the future, we are abso- 
lutely committed-to-Him to do His Will 
.in every circumstance of the present. 
** Our acts may or may not affect the life 
of our day and generation in the way in 
which we expect. Their final significance 
they receive at the hands ofthe Son of 
Man, to whom has teen committed the 
work of judgment and redemption.” 

This section of the report ends with a 
criticism of three sorts of people : 
(1) Those who rest their final hope upon 
some human plan for the world, and 
who frequently are led to treat human 
beings as mere things. (2) Those who 
neglect their duty in the world. (3) Those 
who have no hope of any future. These 
three groups are evidently in the mind 
of the commission as it comes to the 


second part of the report, the Theme _ 


“in relation to. the world situation 
to-day.” 


The World Situation 

First, there is a Christian analysis of 
the situation, which is seen as part of 
the “ perennial human predicament in 
which man’s sin produces a constant 
alternation of false hopes and hope- 
lessness."" The technically advanced 
nations are oppressed by a sense of 
meaninglessness, sometimes approach- 
ing -despair, and fostered by the 
Substitution of mere togetherness for 
genuine community life, and by one- 
contentment with one’s own security, 
where such security can be achieved, 
and the belief that personal power is the 
key to world®redemption. Among the 
more backward races there are frustra- 
tions or false political messianisms that 
end only in tyranny. 

What then is the Church’s witness in 
the world situation ? If the Church is 
truly the servant of Jesus Christ, then 
the “ Crucified and Risen Lord must 
be exalted as Judge and Redeemer of 


both rich and’ poor, of the secure and 


placent may be roused and the fanatic 
may be sobered.”’ This will mean that 
the Church is always on the side of 
righteousness, wherever that righteous- 


ness is found. “* We struggle everywhere 


to achieve a free and responsible society, 
in which the members acknowledge 
individual and common responsibility 
for each other, in which each community 
recognises its responsibility to other 
communities, and in which individuals 
responsibility to God. At the same time 
we must resist the tendency to raise 
political programmes into Gospels of 
final redemption.”’ This means that we 
shall make it clear that all human efforts 
by themselves are fragmentary and. 
self-defeating. 


Then the report passes to its third 


\section, in which is considered the 


Theme in relation to the Church situation 
to-day. The Churches are seen as sick, 


_ and the sickness is set out in the form of 


a paradox. “ The sickness is shown in 
their being at home in the world and 
conformed to the world’s standards. 
At the same time the Churches are sick 
in that they are isolated from the world 
and failing to speak to it.” 


The Church’s Sickness 


Christ alone is the Hope for the 
healing of this si . He delivers the 
Church from worldliness and isolation. 
The Church is worldly inasmuch as it is 
“deeply involved in the cultural, 
ideological, economic, social, political, 
racial and ‘moral judgments of the 
world.” It may rely on the protection 


~ of the state, the support of the wealthy, 


or on a particular form of civilisation. 
It may carry to other lands forms of 
church life that are alien to the younger 
Churches. Individual church members 
tend to adopt a double standard of life 
and thinking, and even theologians 

““work with a double conception 
truth, scientific and Christian. At 


“ 
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when it ja its. own 
affairs. “‘ The very means of grace have 
become a prison. Even concern with 
the perfecting of worship, church order 
and discipline, and concentration on 
-~ theology and church tradition, legitimate 
as all these are in themselves, can be an 
imprisonment of the Church so that it 
becomes isolated from the world’s 
need.” “* Te many also in the Churches 
the great cosmic hope of Christ’s coming 
has been replaced by a purely individual 
hope of survival after death.” 

For all this the only hope of renewal 
is Christ Himself. All things must be 
under the lordship of Christ. Only so 
will the Churches become Missionary 
Churches. “ A Church under obedience 
to its Lord will not merely add evangel- 
ism to its other activities (in which case 
its evangelism will be a failure), but will 
become again an outgoing Church in 
all its life, and a true fellowship drawing 
others into itself.” 

Christ also will renew the Churches 
in all their acts of mercy. Even though 
these acts may have to be performed 
in conjunction with the secular channels 
of the State, they will be done in-such a 
way as to bear witness to the fact that 
man is a person for whom Christ died. 

In relation to secular cultures, the 
Churches will seek to discover how 
God's gifts may rightly be used for the 
improvement of man’s conditions— 
without believing that knowledge and 
power are the whole truth about man’s 
existence dnd destiny.. The younger 
Churches particularly need to see their 


‘position in relation to the surrounding 
cultures. 


Our Disunity 


Next, the report considers briefly the 
way in which Christ overcomes our 
disunity. 


unity remains where it always was, in 
_ Christ Himsetf.” There is already a 
45 


“The ground and hope of. 


unity, but this “is not an adequate 


expression of unity in Christ, but only a 
starting-point for further resolute deal- 
ing with our division."" The Churches 
must “ die to their disunity,” and see 
that “the only certain knowledge is 
Christ’s knowledge of all of us.” The 
Churches “ cannot give to their different 
apprehensions of the truth an absolute- 
ness such as belongs to Christ's appre- 
hension of them.” 


The closing section of the report 
shows Christ as the Hope of powerless 
and persecuted Churches. For such 
Churches “ the only Hope is the Christ 
is to come in judgment and in 
7 in Whose presence it already 


faces problems with which, Evangeli- 
- must always be concerned, since 
they are the problems of adjustment to 
life as we meet it continually. The 
following points may be selected for 
special comment. 
1. The Hope of the Second, Coming. 
This has always been a strong plank in 


- the Evangelical creed, since it formed — 


so strong a place in the belief of the 
New Testament Christians. . However 
we may differ over details, we are 
united in believing that the next great 
breaking-in by God into the path of 


history will be the visible appearing of 
Christ from heaven. While this report 


\\ 


and disagreements in our ecumenical 
gatherings run across as well as along 
the lines of our ecclesiastical divisions,” 
and “ this raises the question whether we 
can any longer use as a justification of 
our church divisions the argument that 
they are the containing walls of certain 
aspects of the truth which otherwise 
would be lost.” 
prayer the persecuted Church can 
make a powerful impact on the world. 

Points for Comment 3 | 
3 This lengthy summary of the report 
| 

| 

| 


makes no direct mention of this, its 
language is certainly compatible with it. 
2. The Christian and the world order. 
_ The report attempts to clarify the “ rule 
of thumb” attitude that.we so often 
adopt. Our problem arises partly 
because we are in a different situation 
from that in which the first Christians 
found themselves. In-the early days 
very few Christians were in a position 
to make an impact upon the world 
situation from above. To-day professing 
Christians are found in many key 
positions, and in democratic countries 
every Christian has an opportunity of 
influencing local and national govern- 
mental decisions. But we are familiar 
with what the report sums up as the 
worldly and the isolationist attitudes, 
and at different times most of us are 
guilty of these. 

The report accepts the fact that the 
Christian must co-operate with secular 
efforts towards good ends, though he 
must make it clear that even the bést 
of human efforts by themselves will be 
barren. This brings in a concept of 
Natural Law, according to which the 


‘The Christian Witness 


The emphasis in our witness. The 
puts it like this: “How far 
the meaning of all human 


pressed. The report itself shows that 


3 > 
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of the work of Christ, past and present 
and future, and in witnessing to one 
aspect, the Christian witnesses to all. 
Present redemption is only a pledge of 
future redemption. Christian witness is 
meaningful in itself now, and also 
meaningful in the Judgment Day. 
What must be resisted is any attempt to 
dogmatise about the meaning of present- 
day history. The lesson of Job and his 
friends is a salutary one. But, unless we 
are mistaken, the real significance of 
this question in the report’ arises from 
a divergence of view as to the nature of 
the Second Coming. Is it God breaking 
in supernaturally, or is it a gradual 
emergence of the Kingdom in the course 
of history? . 


4. Disunity. One of the most 
striking sentences in the report is the 
statement that our agreements and dis- 
agreements often run across the lines of 
our ecclesiastical divisions. This is a 
truth that Christain leaders are slow to 
face, but it is a truth that makes possible 
such great gatherings as Keswick, or 
such a fellowship as the W.E.A. Yet 
those who maintain these “ cross-line 
divisions themselves commonly fall into 
strata of their own, and are inclined to 
differ over views and teachings that are 


exalted as all-important. Such differ- 


ences are of another kind than most 


denominational differences. But for 
these also we must say as the report does, 
that the only ground and hope of unity 
is in Christ Himself. 

We shall follow prayerfully the p 
gress of this report. An expression of 
personal opinion is that, unlike some 
of the other literature connected with 
the W.C.C., it presents the Christian 
view with sufficient definiteness to avoid 


relative emphasis to be laid upon ~.compromise, and keeps clear of dog- 
witness to the coming Christ and matic statements of a kind that would - 
Surely these distinctions cannot be Certainly Evangelical Churches should 
be able-to agree with the majority ofit. 


make it hard for Churches to sign. 


Christian preaching involves the whole 
age 
i unconverted man can by reason and 
trial establish certain standards as good 
‘ _ and necessary. This concept carries with ) 
: it certain practical difficulties, but in 
3. 
report 
must 
4 achievement be understood in terms 
- of the eschatological future, and 
how far does it derive its mean- 
ing’ from the present activity of God 
~in history?” And again, what is 
| 


BIBLE 


By the Rev. E. F. Kevan, B.D., M.Th. | 
(Principal of the London Bible College) | | 


Bible. One of the words that has to be the notion of someone who was H 
recovered to a sober and sublime signifi- separated to God. A person or object 
cance is the word “saint.” “Saint’’ was “ sanctified” or “ sainted”’ when 


and I ordained thee a prophet unto the ij 


| 
| 
them appear to have been lacking in ~ 
of the Church” stressed for us the What, then, are we to make of this word | 
unity of grace which is to characterise “saint” ? 
the holy Church of God. Splitting up 
into endless subdivisions on the ground The Old Testament | 
of differences in certain minutiae of We need to go to the Old Testament ) 
belief or practice is destructive of the first of all. The corresponding word | 
“ body of Christ.” The separation and there had a twofold meaning, one of | 
holiness of the Church does not carry which was logically prior to the other : . 
the slightest suggestion of the separation though whether or not it was also | 
of the parts of the Church from one historically prior must be left to the Old 
another by means of mutual excom- Testament scholars to decide. The ; 
munications ! primary idea underlying the word | 
Let us approach the subject once “saint ’ is that of “ separation.” The | 
has been so much associated with relics, [i 
halos, incredible stories, statues and God or set apart for His use. | 
Stained glass windows that the healthy- The following passages illustrate this 
minded person of the 20th century sense: Gen. ii. 3, “ God blessed the 
rather turns away from the idea. seventh day and sanctified it”; Ex. 
* Saint,” however, implies nothing of — xix. 23, “ Set bounds about the mount 
this kind. If we study the word in its and sanctify it” ; Ezek. xxxvii. 28, | 
occurrences in the New Testament we ‘“ And the heathen shall know that I the 
shall find a much more bracing view of Lord do sanctify Israel, when my 
the subject. Saint is the ordinary word sanctuary shall be in the midst of | 
for the ordinary Christain. Long before them”; Lev. viii. 10, “ And Moses 
any of them could have reached the took the anointing oil, and anointed 
“ stained glass window” stage, Paul the tabernacle and all that was therein, 
confesses that in his fanatical persecu- and sanctified them”; Jer. 1. 5, | 
tion of the Christian faith he had shut “ Before I formed thee in the belly I 
up “ many of the saints”’ in prison. In knew thee; and before thou camest 
his epistles to the Christians at Rome, forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, 
Corinth, Ephesus, Philippi and Colosse 
he addresses them as “ saints.” When nations. 
we look into what he had to say to them 
women were still very faulty. Some of Testament. This is the sense in which 
47 | | 
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our Lord asks the question as to which 
is the greater, “ the gold, or the temple 
that sanctifieth the gold,” Matt. xxiii. 17. 
In John x. 36 our Lord is recorded as 
referring to Himself as “* Him whom the 
Father hath sanctified, and sent into the 
See also John xvii. 19, “I 
sanctify myself.” 

It is this idea of setting apart to God 
and of separation for Himself that is 
expressed in I Peter i. 2, “ Elect 


according to the foreknowledge of God | 


the Father, through sanctification of 
the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling 
of the blood of Jesus Christ.”” See also 
Il Thess. ii. 13. On the basis of this, 
believers are called “saints” even 
though they may still have very much 
about them which is unsaintly in the 
moral. and spiritual sense. 


Separation from Sin ; 

The second or logically deeper mean- 
ing arises out of this earlier one, and 
the transition of thought is quite natural. 
Since the God to whom persons, places, 
and things were separated was a Being 
of moral purity and without any taint 
of sin, the idea of separation to Him, in 
regard to persons, came to include the 
idea of separation from moral defile- 
ment and sin. In this way the word came 
to stand for the conception of separation 
from sin. We may call this the ethical 
and spiritual use of the word. It began 
to emerge in the teaching of the prophets 


‘of the Old Testament, but came into 


full prominence in the New? This deeper 
or inward meaning is found in Paul’s 
words in I Thess. v. 23, ““ The very God 
of Peace sanctify you wholly.”” John 
xvii. 17 reads, “* Sanctify them through 
Thy truth.” This is a prayer of our 
Lord that His own might be morally 
and spiritually transformed into a like- 
ness to God and in an utter separation 
from all that was sinful and ungodly. 

The noun which comes from the same 
root as “ sanctify ’’ is sometimes trans- 
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lated “ holiness.” . It occurs translated 


in this. way in Rom. vi. 19, “ ‘As ye have 
yielded your members servants to un- 
cleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity ; 
even so now yield your members 
servants to righteousness unto holiness.” 
The word appears threejtimes in I Thess. 
iv. 3-7, being rendered “ sanctification 
in the first two instances, and “ holiness” 
in. the last. The sentence in verse 7 
reads, “God hath not called us unto 
uncleanness, but unto holiness.” It is 
clear from the context of these passages 
that the word is being used in the sense 
of freedom from moral evil and sin. 

The sanctification of a believer thus 
implies two things: (1) He has been 
set apart for God by the divine choice of 
him, and through the effective operation 
of the Holy Spirit ; and (2) he is being 
transformed by the grace of God; and 
through the indwelling of Christ, into 
the divine likeness. 

We are now in a position to see what 
is involved in the separation and holiness 
of the Church. 


Ged’s Instrument 


It means that the Church is an in- 
strument for the exclusive use of God. 
It is “ separated to God, and therefore 
in its activity it must seek that “in all 
things He might have the pre-eminence.” 
The apostle Paul described himself 
individually as “separated unto the 
Gospel of God,” and the same is true 
of the Church. The Church is a com- 
munity of redeemed men and women 
which is wholly devoted to the service 
of God. It may_ therefore allow no 


compromise either in its objectives or in 


the way it attains them. It has one Ruler 
and jealously guards what have been 


called “the crown rights of the 


Redeemer.” 


So far as this aspect of separation 
becomes involved in a modus vivendi 


_with the divinely ordained “ powers 


that of that 


e 


_ Varying patterns 


/ 
| 
| 
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_ churches most certainly agree. 


_ world”? Gohn xvii. 14). 


kingdom not from hence” (John xviii. 
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relation have been elaborated, and the 


different forms of “ established’ and 


“ free ’’ churches reflect the varieties of 
understanding to which Christians have 
been led on this subject. The one con- 
trolling factor in these matters has been 
our Lord’s saying, “ Render therefore 
unto Caesar the things which are 


Caesar's; and unto God the things 


that are God's.” In this connection, 
however, there is one thing upon which 
both “established” and “free” 
It is 
that the Church must be sovereign in 


_ her own affairs, and that any attempt 


by a totalitarian power to dictate her 


Message is to be resisted unto blood. 


This is the issue of “separation” in 
some oppressed countries at the present 
time. 


The World” 


The separation and holiness of the 
Church requires a definite line of de- 
marcation between the Church and the 
“ world.” As soon as we use the word 
“ world’ we run upon an ambiguity. 
God made the “ world” and loved it : 
far be it from the Christian Church there- 
fore to take up any other attitude to the 
“ world” than that taken up by its 
Creator and Redeemer. The ambiguity 
in our speech arises from the fact that 
the term “world” has another con- 
notation in the New Testament. It 
stands for the principles which govern 
the collective life of sinful mankind. It 
is of the “ world ”’ in this sense that we 
are to understand Our Lord when He 
said concerning His disciples, “‘ I have 


given them Thy word ; and the world 


hath hated them, because they are not 
of the world, even as I am not of the 
Addressing 
Himself to Pilate our Lord said, “* My 
kingdom is not of this world: if my 


kingdom were of this world, then would _ 


my servants fight, .. . but now is my 
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36). By this our Lord meant that His 
kingdom was not carried forward by 
the customary methods by which the 
kingdoms of men were advanced, 
Turning His attention to His disciples 
the Lord said : “ If ye were of the world, 
the world would love his own : 
because ye are not of the world, but I 
have chosen you out of the world, 
therefore the world hateth you ”’’ (John 
xv. 19). The aged apostle John remem- 
bered these lessons well, and sixty years 
later wrote in his First Epistle, “‘ Marvel 
not, my brethren, if ‘the world hate 
you ” (iii. 13). 


Church is in a merely passive position 
in relation to the “‘ world.” There is to 
be no traitorous compromise with the 
spirit of the world in any way. 
not the world, neither the things that 


‘are in the world. If any man love the © 


world, the love of the Father is not in 
him. For all that is in the world, the 
the flesh, and the lust of the 
pride of life, is not of the 
is of the world ” (I John ii. 

to a life of conflict and 
wie Church may exclaim with 
John, “* Whatsoever " born of God 


but . 


** Love 


e 
t 
| 
| 
| 
t 
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overcometh the world ; and this is the. 
victory that overcometh the world,’ 
over- 


even our faith. Who is he that 
cometh the world, but he that believeth 
that Jesus is the Son of God?” (I 
John v. 4, 5). 


The Church and the World 


This “state of war” between the 
Church and the “* world ” is of immense 
significance so far as the separation and 
holiness of the Church is concerned. 
When the covenant people of God in 
Old Testament times mixed themselves 
up with the heathen nations by whom 
they were surrounded, Nehemiah was 
needed to teach them their distinctive 
position in the world, and we read that 
on one great day of re-dedication to God 
“the seed of Israel separated them- 
selves from all strangers and stood and 


_ confessed their sins *’ (Neh. ix. 2). So 


long as our step of separating ourselves 
from the “ world ” is accompanied by a 
confession of our sins we shall not go 
far wrong. 
Pharisaical separation which “ despised 
others”’ is an abomination both to 
God and man. 

It is as we humbly confess our own 
sins.and mourn over the contamination 
of our hearts that we are to obey the 
summons; “* Come ye out from among 
them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, 


and touch not the unclean thing” — 
(UU Cor. vi. 17). 


The context of these 
words in Paul’s epistle is not without 
great importance. He has had to 
rebuke some of these believers for their 
partnership with unbelievers, “‘ for what 
fellowship hath righteousness with un- 
righteousness ? and what communion 
hath light with darkness ?”* (II Cor. vi. 
14). The “ unbelievers to-whom Paul 
refers in this paragraph are not people 
who “ do not happen to believe exactly 
as Ido”: they are those whose whole 
attitude of life is based on a rejection of 


Jesus Christ. 


Any appearance of the 


We are therefore called in this place 


‘not to endless schisms among ourselves. 


but to a clear-cut separation from the 
hostile world. One of the first things that 
the reviving Spirit of God does in the 
Church when He visits her with blessing 
is to draw this line (“ to border off ”’ is 
the precise meaning of the New Testa- 
ment word) between the Church and 
the world. If we pray for revival 
seriously, then in so far as God gives us 
grace we should earnestly search into 
our present situation and examine it in 
the light of the New Testament teaching 


on separation. 


The Practical Issue 


One further subject may perhaps be 
discussed before this article is concluded, 
and that is the extremely difficult matter 
of implementing. this separation by 
suitable action. 


It is easy enough to make pronounce- 


-ments—and brave ones,.too !—about 


our distinctive doctrinal and moral 
position ; but how can this be made 
real? So far as the doctrinal aspect 


is concerned this task is made exceed- 
ingly delicate by reason of the profound 


themes with which our Christian faith 
is concerned and also on account of the 
wealth and variety of the Christian 
experience. It is certainly. never right 


ings that we find whhia the body of 


a 
“ unchurch ” another because of differ- 
ences of interpretation, but there are 
sometimes important spiritual truths or 
; practices which are of so vital a nature ' 
1 that they seem to call for independent 
sf action for their preservation. It is this 
a which has given rise to certain of the 
| groupings, however, must never be 
described by so strong a term as | 
| “separation.” Nothing can “ border | 
off ’’ one true believer from another in : 
any final way. | 
q The matter becomes very much 
50 | 
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graver when questions of consistent 


conduct are brought into view. Let it 
always be remembered by us that there 
are no perfect Christians on earth. Our 
inquiry is not concerned here with those 
imperfections which mar our daily life 
in Christ, like the dust which is gathered 
by the feet when walking in sandals on 
an eastern road. Every true believer 
will grieve over such sins and will daily 


seek the cleansing of the blood of 


Christ. Not for any such faults as these 


does the New Testament require a true 


pastor or a spiritual church to take any 
disciplinary action. With what, then, is 
the New Testament church discipline 


concerned ? It is concerned with public . 


offences against the character and dis- 
tinctive nature of the Church. 


Church Discipline 

A problem of this kind, and one 
which involved the good name of the 
Church, was submitted to Paul from 
Corinth. Paul sternly reprimanded the 
spiritual insensibility of the Corinthian 
Church for having allowed the sinner 
still to remain a member among them. 
** Ye are puffed up, and have not rather 
mourned, that he that hath done this 
deed might be taken away from among 
you” (I Cor. v. 2). He instructed the 
Church to come together in the name 
ofthe Lord Jesus and -formally to 
remove such a name from the roll of the 
members (I Cor. v. 4,.5). This did not 
mean that the Church no longer prayed 
for and sought to reclaim such an 
erring brother; but nevertheless it 
served to indicate the abhorrence of the 
church concerning such a deed, and 
_ publicly expressed its dissociation from 
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person was to be dealt with in humility, 
but with all authority. He was not to be 
rather were 


about the matter in the following words: 
“Now we command you, brethren, in 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
ye withdraw yourselves from every 
brother that walketh disorderly” (II 
Thess. iii. 6). 

The public honour of the Church 
must be kept inviolate if its testimony 
against sin is not to be compromised. 
The “ friend of publicans and sinners ”” 
Himself alongside of them, but He was 
never just one of them. He was “ holy, 
harmless, undefiled, separate from 
sinners” (Heb. vii. 26), and it is for 


this reason, so the context explains, that. 


* he is able to save them to the uttermost 


that come unto God by Him.” It must 


be the same with the Church. 
_ God forbid that a Pharisaism that 
says, “ I am holier than thou,” should 


divide the Church asunder, or that 


doctrinal hair-splitting should put a 
those who are one in Christ ; but may 


the day soon come when the Church by 2 


its freedom from all moral compromise 


with sin, and by the clarity of its message 


will have, as it were, such a fulcrum | 


outside of the world’s corruption as to 
be able to lift it to God. 


ry 


behaviour. Therefore put away 
) from among yourselves that wicked | 
person ”’ (I Cor. v. 13). 
Paul had occasion to give similar 
instruction to the Church at Thessa- , 
lonica. The fractious and rebellious : 
they to “ admonish him as a brother ” ; | 
they were told however to “have no 
§8company with him, that he may be 
| 
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Antrim, Northern Ireland 

“| want to report that we had a very 
successful Week of Prayer. We used to 
meet for years in the local Protestant 


on a new venture, viz., that we hold 


Churches Evangelistic Committee is 
responsible for organising the Week of 
Prayer meetings, and I think that it 
would be true to say that the attendances 
and spirit-of unity prevailing were as 


also a big Civic Meeting for prayer on 
January 7th, over which the Mayor of 
Bath presided. The Archdeacon and 


Hall. This year the Ministers decided 


UNIVERSAL WEEK PRAYER 


Reports of the observance of the Week of tice 
of the Alliance from many areas of the world during recent weeks. Some extracts 
from these reports are appended below. 


to Thursday inclusive—and on our 


usual United Service following the 
Evening Service in our own Churches 
on Sunday, January 13th. All were.well 
attended, the week-night gatherings 
being the best supported during the 
seven years I have been here. The 
attendances were reflected in the amount 
of the offertories and it is a pleasure to 


be able to send you a larger cheque 
this year.” 


* We have had a very successful and 
helpful week. The two Anglican and all 
the Free Churches united. We started 
on the Monday and held the meetings 
in the different Churches and in this 
order : Baptist, Congregational, Higher 
Brixham Methodist, Lower Brixham 
Methodist, St. Mary’s (Higher Brixham 
Parish Church), Salvation Army, and a 
Praise Service at 8 p.m. in Lower 
Brixham Parish Church (All Saints). 
All the gatherings were well attended, 
averaging about 100 each evening.” 


Carnlough, Co. Antrim 
“ This year the meetings were held 


‘in the Presbyterian Church. In spite of 


very bad weather the attendances were 
ing, ranging from 60 to about 


encouraging, 
100. The three.local ministers, Church 
Of Ireland, Presbyterian and Methodist, 
_ each conducted one, while the Metho- 


dist Minister from Larne and the C. of 
of I. Minister from Broughshane took 
the other two. I think the result has been 
to deepen the life of the three participa- 
ting churches, and also to deepen the 
spirit of unity between them.” 


Clevedon | 
“ Please find enclosed cheque for \ 


| \ 
future, combining together—surely a 
; step in the right direction. So we had 
; Church, the Church of Ireland, and one 
Methodist Church all uniting as one. : 
: The meetings were held this year in the Brixham 
Methodist Church, and were well 
attended, a good number of young 
people being present.” 
Bath 
9 “The Bath Council of Christian 
i good as they have been for some years. : 
. In the district of South Lyncombe, we 
| held one meeting in our Parish Hall 
=—which was attended by a good repre- | 
sentation from all the Churches, Angli- | 
4 can, and Free, and all the clefgy and | 
3 ministers took part. 
“ There were similar meetings at 
7 Walcot, Batheaston and Oldfield, and 
a Christian Churches and the local 
; President of the Bath Free Church 
4 Federal Council all took part.” | 
This year we Concentrated on four 


| ful for this helpful fellowship in prayer 
enjoyed by all who shared it; and trust 
it will long continue.” 


Highley, Nr. Kidderminster 


“You will doubtless be pleased to 
know that we have had some splendid 
meetings, and enjoyed happy fellowship 
:. with other Churches in the district.”’ 


“ At the Annual General Meeting of 
the Council it was agreed that I should 
write to you to say how good we found 
the programme for the Week of Prayer 


1952, which gave such a wonderful 
opportunity to unfold the story of — 
_ _ Christ day by day throughout the week. 


We thought thatthe continuity of the 
subject throughout the week was so 


much better than having a different 


subject each day.” 


Tenterden, Kent 

“ Several friends informed me that 
it was the best series of meetings in 
eonnection with the Universal Week of 
Prayer that they can recall in Tenterden. 
A most happy spirit of unity prevailed 
throughout the week. Prayer was wont 
to be made night by night ; and, I think, 
real, vital prayer. The Churches and 
ministers have been blessed, built up 
and established. The numbers were 
above average, partly due no doubt to 


the clement weather.” 


Topsham, Devon 

“ The Week of Prayer meetings took 
place during stormy weather, but were 
well attended, and a good spirit was 
felt. at each. I believe this is the first 
time that these meetings have been 
supported by all three churches—at 
least for a number of years. I was 


agreement when, as a newcomer in the 
district, I suggested fhat we should 
make the arrangemen!s which we have 
now carried out.” 


Wales 

“ It is gratifying to be able to report 
that the Universal Week of Prayer 
continues to be widely observed by most 
of the religious denominations through- 
out Wales, while its importance has 
been stressed with much publicity by 
articles published in the various de- 
nominational weeklies, 


pleased that all the leaders were in 


at our united Communion service held Kidderminster 
“ Please find enclosed cheque, being | 
Prayer Meetings held in our district 
during the first week of Janaryin BD 
connection with the Universal Week of [= 
Prayer. The meetings were very well 
: supported and inspiring, not less than 
60 at cach meeting.” 
“ | am glad to say that all the denom- 
inations participated in the Week of 
Prayer, and there was such blessing thtat 
we are continuing our fellowship. We 
hope to send Teams of Witness round 
to other villages where there is little 
Gospel heard. And you will be pleased 
to know that last week there were at SY ) 
least six conversions.” 
Horsham 
“ Our Council arranged three united 
meetings during the Week of Prayer 
this year. They were fully representative 
of every Protestant Christian Church 
in the town, and on each evening all 
| the ministers and clergy went on the , 
platform. 
** I think it was our most encouraging 
effort in this connection. As a result we 
are arranging a further United Meeting 
on April 30th to consider the Church | 
and the Bible, and in the summer we are 
=  # arranging for a Procession of Witness 
through the new housing areas of the 
town.” 
Hunslet, Leeds 


“ The Presbyterian Church of Wales 
in particular, whose interest in the 
matter goes back to the days of the 
saintly Henry Rees in the last century, 
arranges for an address to be given on 
the Week of Prayer at its association 


-In Vienna the meetings were held in 
the evening in different districts of the 


city and brought together members of 


all the Protestant churches and Christian 
communities. One of the interesting 
factors which emerges from the Austrian 
report is that there is now a regular 
monthly meeting of the Austrian 


_ Evangelical Alliance, and last year the 


first annual conference of the Evan- 
gelical Alliance was held in Salzburg. 


This conference proved so successful 
that a further conference has been 


‘Organised for this year from June 6th— 


8th and our prayers are requested for 


this effort. The report from Austria also 
informs us that during the first con- 
a at Salzburg the Austrian radio 

the Protestant service which is 
held each Sunday to be conducted by 


one of the of the next year. 
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Meetings were held in three large 
centres on three nights of the week, and 
were linked with a great evangelistic 
crusade which was also being held in 
Trinidad. The report speaks of great 
crowds of two to three thousand people 
gathering night by night and of 800 
decisions for Christ recorded during the 
campaign. 


Egypt 
In view of recent events and the focus 
of interest which has centred on Egypt 
for some time, it is interesting to hear 
auspices the Egypt Inter-Mission 
Council. 


West Africa 

The report from Nigeria speaks of a 
packed audience gathering in St. David's 
Church with members of the Anglican 
Church, the Methodist Church and 
the Salvation Army co-operating in this 
united prayer effort. 


A missionary writing from Rhodesia 
speaks of the great encouragement 
experienced during the meetings through 
the intelligent and whole-hearted pray- 
ing of the large numbers who gathered. 


Canada 
Several letters tell of stimulating 


in 
for a larger number of the circular | 


i In this way news of the Evangelical 
4 Alliance (both of Austria and other 
countries) was broadcast throughout 
the country. 
West Indies 
South annually. Many churches which 
do not procure a large number of the 
4 Programme in Welsh for use during 
that week, none the less hold prayer 
meetings throughout the week, some 
of the meetings being of an interdenom- 
_inational character. 
q “ Although it is not given to us to 
assess the extent of the blessing which 
attends these gatherings, it is evident 
that we owe the Evangelical Alliance 
a great debt in connection with this : 
noble work, as we firmly believe that 
| these meetings for prayer have a salutory 
and invigorating influence on the life 
-Of the churches, and that they are a 
‘means of grace and a source of inspira- 
tion to the people of God throughout 
| the land.” 
* 
Austria 
| 
| 
| 
4 
5 widely scattered over the Dominion. 
% All these letters speak of the help 
received from the prayer topics set 


x 

The programme was. translated’ into 
nine of the major languages and dis- 
tributed widely to churches of all 
denominations. In many centres the 
gatherings were held on a united basis, 
thus demonstrating the real spiritual 
unity of the Christian community. — 


Portugal 

Senhor Oliveira writes of the success-. 
ful meetings held in Lisbon, these being 
supported by Christians of several 
Protestant denominations. The meet- 
ings proved to be times of real fellow- 
ship in prayer and intercession, and 


year was undertaken by Dr. 
Hadjiarntoniou of Greece. 


Norway 
“The meetings in Oslo this year were 
very successful. On Sunday the 6th of 


January we had a great evening meeting — 


in our cathedral, and the last meeting 
on Saturday the 12th was an evening 
meeting in one of our biggest mission 
halls. On the other days we had meet- 
ings in different churches and mission 
halls at 12 o'clock, and our best men 
took part in these meetings. 


“ Similar meetings for the Evangelical * 


Alliance were held in different places in 
our country, and we have good reports 
from them.” 


U.S.A. 
A growing evidence of our happy 
co-operation with Evangelical churches 


BOOK REVIEWS 


HERE I STAND, by RoLaNp BAINTON 
(Hodder & Stoughton, 20/-.) 
‘The author of this new life of Martin 
Luther is Professor of Ecclesiastical History 
at Yale Divinity School. He is recognized 


bal 


of all believers. We watch him as with 
magnificent courage he challenges the papal 
world with his Protestant fi and cries, 


I cannot and will not recant.... 
stand. I cannot do otherwise. 


a study which to realize some- 
thing of the true greatness of Luther and~ 
to appreciate not only his influence upon 
the German nation but also his contribu- 
tion to the religious life of the world. At 
the same time no attempt is made to white- 
wash Luther or to gloss over his mistakes 
and failings. It is a man who lives before 
us, not an archangel in disguise _ 
st 


~~ 


‘ 


there was much appreciation of the ee 
programme for the week, which this in the United States was manifest in 
of Prayer in that country. The pro- 
gramme was printed in United Evangeli- | 
cal Action and found wide-spread | 
acceptance in Evangelical churches in 
that country. 
| 
] CONSCICNCES 1S | 
ere 
in. ca as an on Kerormatior A 
evi _For 
| in the Bibliography refer ie Dr, Bainton has given us a fine study 
made to some 250 s which have been a 
consulted. 
Yet learned and scholarly as rey Mane 
remarkable, series of rare contemporary | 
engravi and woodcuts which are re- 
the book—over a hundred in 
- all. The whole work is beautifully printed 
© grapples with Mis spiritual probiems. and produced, and its publication is most 
, opportune at the present time when many 
looking for another great | 
Reformation in this new 
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~ provided in every case. 


ELLISON. (Paternoster Press, 10/6.) 

It is almost certainly true that the 
average Bible student knows less about the 

ical books of the Old Testament 
than about any other portion of the sacred 
Scriptures. And the reason is that, in 
regard to these books, he finds himself in 
much the same position as the Ethiopian 
eunuch who when asked “ Understandest 
thou what thou readest ?"’ answered in his 
perplexity, ““ How can I, except someone 
shall guide me ?”’ 

Here in this excellent volume the student 
of the Hebrew prophets will find the 
guidance he needs for a right understand- 
ing of the inspired writings. Mr. Ellison, 
who is the Tutor for Old Testament 
Studies at the London Bible College, is a 
fine scholar and teacher. With his own 
deep affection for the Scriptures he com- 


bines an extensive knowledge of the. 


language and literature of the Old Testa- 
ment 


The book begins with an introductory 
chapter which deals with the function of 
the prophet and the nature of O.T. 
prophecy. Then follow studies of the 
sixteen books of the prophets, taking them 
as far as can be determined in their chrono- 
logical order. Each book is prefaced 
an analysis. Notes are given on 


matters as authorship, historical back- 


ground, etc. ; critical questions are dis- 


cussed where necessary ; and an exposition | 


of the main points of the prophecy is 
The volume is 


completed by a short bibliography, together 


with a subject index and an index of 


Scripture passages. 


THE CHRISTIAN’S USE OF THE OLD 
TESTAMENT, by Basn F. C. 
ATKINSON. (1.V.F., 6/-.) 

The return to a biblical theology in our 

day has happily been accompanied by a 

revived interest in the Scriptures of the 

Old Testament. For that reason this book 

by the Under-Librarian in the University 

of Cambridge is of special interest and is 


_ sure of a welcome on the part of Christian 


students. Dr. Atkinson begins by defining 
his own attitude to the Old Testament in 
the light of our Lord’s teaching on the one 
hand and the findings of modern criticism 
on the other. Then follow five main 
chapters. The first shows how the ey 
doctrines of the Christian faith are fore- 
shadowed in the Old Testament. The 
second deals with the Old Testament as a 
treasury of devotion, the third with its 
permanent spiritual values, while the last 


two chapters are concerned with the 


MEN SPAKE,FROM GOD, ‘by H. L. 


5 


_ including one of the Secretary | 


of the World’s Evangelical Alliance ! 
THE NARROW WAY, by R. V. G. 


ment Exegesis at King’s College, London, 
and in this book he has collected 
some of his recent addresses, many 
given before student audiences. They are 
em su wi 

are: the cleansing of Naaman, Naboth’'s 
vineyard, the penitent thief, and Paul’s last 
message to Ti . 

linked together by the theme which gives 


its title to the book. 


WHY BE DIFFERENT ? by A. MorGaNn 


difficult subject with a very sure touch. 


The problem is 


= 


them | 


The addresses arc | 


4 


handbook, and while | 
he 
ND TO 
tt, 7/6.) 
: This is the story of Tom Rees and his | 
work of — both in this country 
and in the U.S.A. by 
. his wife the reader finds in posses- 
q sion of a great deal of inside : 
| in to 
a 
centre 
The book is full, 
them mus | 
throush: story | 
powerful spiritual challenge and a summons & 
TASKER. (/.V.F., 6/-.) 3 
The author is Professor of New Testa- ? 
(LV.F., 1/6.) 
In this addition to the “‘ Foundations ; 
for Faith ” series the Editorial Secretary of 
the C.S.S.M. deals with the problem of , 
‘6 worldliness ” He handles a notoriously te 
and practical are offered which | 
ness as they arise. ee 
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